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Abstract:

A report prepared for the Climate Institute of Australia in relation to World Health Day on April 7, 2008.
Doctors along with the rest of the community now realise that the effects of climate change are upon us.
There is increasing focus on the resulting human health impacts; indeed, the topic selected for World Health
Day on April 7 by the World Health Organisation is “protecting health from climate change”. WHO estimates
that climate change already accounts for more than 60,000 deaths, globally, from climate-related natural
disasters every year, along with at least another 100,000 deaths from malaria, malnutrition and child
diarrhoea. Australian doctors and the communities which we serve have the opportunity to work together to
limit the severity of these effects. We can do this both by reducing the production of greenhouse gases and
by ensuring that those who suffer with adverse health impacts of climate change receive the care they
need. Temperatures are predicted to continue to rise during this century. In order to determine how doctors
and other health professionals might best engage with what lies ahead, it is useful to consider how patients
will come to their doctors in future years with illness due to climate change

Source: http://www.dea.org.au/images/general/Climate_Change_Health_Check_2020.pdf   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Public

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

Author(s): Horton G, McMichael T
Year: 2008

Publisher: Doctors for the Environment Australia (DEA) (Canberra, Australia)
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weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Quality,
Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Sea Level Rise, Temperature

Air Pollution: Allergens, Interaction with Temperature, Ozone, Particulate Matter

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones, Wildfires

Food/Water Quality: Pathogen

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Food Access/Distribution, Livestock Productivity,
Nutritional Quality

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal, Rural

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Cancer, Cardiovascular Effect, Diabetes/Obesity, Infectious Disease, Injury, Mental Health/Stress,
Morbidity/Mortality, Respiratory Effect, Other Health Impact

Cardiovascular Effect: Other Cardiovascular Effect

Cardiovascular Disease (other): Heart disease

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Campylobacteriosis, General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease,
Salmonellosis, Other Diarrheal Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease (other): Gastroenteritis

Vectorborne Disease: Mosquito-borne Disease

Mosquito-borne Disease: Dengue, General Mosquito-borne Disease, Malaria, Ross River Virus

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Mood Disorder, Stress Disorder
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Respiratory Effect: Asthma, Bronchitis/Pneumonia, Upper Respiratory Allergy

Other Health Impact: Heat stress

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Exposure Change Prediction

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Elderly, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Indigenous populations; Pre-existing populations

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Short-Term ( 

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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